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DISABILITY SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Disability Services) [12.14 pm]:  This year the Carpenter 
government is putting a record $273 million into disability services.  Since 2001, the state government has 
increased funding to the disability sector by 47 per cent and has budgeted for further increases in years to come.  
The combined application process - CAP - is held three times a year.  It is one of the key methods of distributing 
government assistance to people with disabilities, who are then able to purchase support services, such as 
accommodation and respite, from the more than 100 disability services providers in Western Australia. 

The allocations of the second round of the CAP for this financial year were determined recently.  The 
independent panel approved 77 applications to the value of $3.6 million, including $2.27 million for 
accommodation support, $1.14 million for intensive family support, and $186 000 for alternatives to 
employment.  Despite the massive increase in state funding in recent years, it is true that only those in most 
critical need can be funded through the CAP process.  An ageing population, combined with medical 
improvements, has led to an increasing percentage of people with a disability in the community and an increased 
demand for assistance.  The continuing increased need for disability support funding through CAP is a matter of 
serious concern to the Carpenter government. 

We are tackling this issue in three ways.  Firstly, those who are not successful in their CAP applications have 
access to other government-funded services, including more than 100 community organisations that provide 
specialised respite, accommodation, therapy and advocacy services.  Also, a statewide network of local area 
coordinators is employed by the Disability Services Commission to provide valuable information and support to 
people with disabilities and their families.  Secondly, the sector health check I announced this year is well under 
way and is investigating opportunities for increased efficiency and effectiveness of services in the disability 
sector, and is working through a government/non-government partnership to develop these reforms.  Thirdly, I 
am currently negotiating a new disability agreement with the commonwealth, state and territory governments.  
The federal government contributes just $50 million per year to disability services in Western Australia.  It is 
because of an inequitable funding formula that Western Australia is being short-changed by $13 million per year 
of commonwealth funds.  That means each Western Australian with a disability receives only 80 per cent of his 
or her share of commonwealth funds when compared with people with a disability in other states.  This inequity 
must be corrected so that Western Australians receive their fair share. 

No government in Australia has increased funding to disability services at the same rate that our government has.  
By the end of our second term, this government will have more than doubled funding for the disability services 
sector.  The government is making decisions for the future and will continue to lead the nation in the provision of 
disability services to people, and families of people, living with a disability. 
 


